
Dear Friends, 
 
  During the  past several months, we have been frus-
trated that social distancing and quarantining has meant 
that we have had to limit the number of families admitted 
into the shelter.  We have ramped up our out-reach services 
and our court services are reaching the numbers projected 
in early 2020.  However, that didn’t really help us feel bet-
ter about having to turn families away from the shelter.     
 So, because when you are given lemons you should 
make lemonade, that’s what we’ve been doing!   We have 
been updating the shelter and out-reach center with fresh 
paint and new furniture and flooring, and have organized 
our storage rooms.  It looks like a new place! We could 
never have accomplished all that if the shelter was at ca-
pacity as it usually is, so at least something good has come 
from our down time!  
 Other good things have been happening, too.  The 
Blaich family saved our trail ride when it seemed all was 
lost, and so many of you made sure that our families had a 
wonderful Christmas.  We have received additional fund-
ing to help victims of domestic or sexual violence receive 
counseling services and to assist with unexpected expenses 
that some of those we serve have encountered this year.  
 
 Things will be back to normal soon. And it won’t 
be long until we will need to clean out the storage rooms 
and the walls will need paint and we have time to do.  I’m 
looking forward to it.     
 As always, thank you for your prayerful support of 
Haven House.  It means the world to us and we know it’s 
what has kept us going for the past 35 years and will for 
the next 35.                                      
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                                         We are accepting in kind donations Mon-Fri, 8:00 am to 
4:00 pm.  We can accept household items and toys, as 
well as in-season clothing.  Due to your overwhelming 
generosity, we have depleted our storage space for out of 
season clothing.  As always, cash contributions can be 
mailed to P.O. Box 4875, Poplar Bluff, MO  63902. 

P.O. Box 4875, Poplar Bluff, MO  63902   www.havenhousepoplarbluff.com                         

      Haven House News  

If you would prefer receiving our newsletter via  
e-mail, we’d be happy to oblige!  We will continue 
sending it  the old tried and true way, but know some 
would appreciate less paper in their lives! If you’d like 
us to email your newsletter, or receive it both ways, let 
us know by contacting us at haven@semo.net. 

 

Winter 2021 

From the Director’s Chair



Volunteer Corner  

Even though 2020 may have attempted to 
throw us a curveball, our dedicated volun-
teers really knocked it out of the park every 
time! 
Our volunteers assist us with organization, 
support groups, correspondence, hotline 
calls, fundraising and staffing the shelter.  
When we need them, they always step up to 
the plate! 
We are pleased to welcome to our newest 
team members: Marilyn Martin, Sandy Fox 
Keeling, Daphne Ahrens, Faith Durden, and  
Samantha Baugus.  
Whether you enjoy being in the midst of 
what happens on a daily basis inside the shel-
ter or you are more of a behind the scenes 
personality we  can find the perfect place for 
you! 
We are looking forward to our next volunteer 
orientation in March, for which we already 
have seven people registered. If you are inter-
ested in participating, or would just like to 
chat about opportunities, I’d love to visit with 
you.  Please contact me at 573-686-4873 or 
email me at havenhousemelody@gmail.com  

                              Melody Ducote 

Thanks again to all the sponsors, riders and volun-
teers who made the Haven House Trail Ride such 
a success. The Blaich family served as excellent 
hosts and had even begun planning for the 2021 
event before the last pickup and trailer left the 
grounds! Riders raised nearly $13,300 to help 
meet the operating costs of the shelter.     

 

 

Interested in earning some state tax credits?  
We have the answer!   Missouri tax payers  
who make a minimum of $100 in annual cash 
donations to Haven House are eligible to 
receive 50% of their total contributions in 
state tax credits, in addition to their federal 
tax deduction.  For more information about 
how you and Haven House can benefit from 
this program, please call 686-4873 and ask 
for Jane or Mary Ann.   

Thanks for all your patience as we have re-
duced the number of in-kind donations we 
can accept during the pandemic, due to lim-
ited paid and volunteer staffing and social 
distancing.      

 

    Did you ever wonder what happened to 
that exciting 35th Anniversary Gala we 
were hosting almost a year ago...until 
the unthinkable happened? We haven’t 

forgotten! And while we are looking forward to 
it, everyone’s safety is our big concern.  As soon 
as we have a date, we will get the news out!  

Even while navigating the unchartered waters of the 
pandemic, we did our best to serve women and chil-
dren victimized by domestic or sexual violence.  So-
cial distancing, setting aside quarantine rooms and 
constant sanitation have helped keep this boat afloat! 
 
Thanks to a hardworking crew, 

From July 1 to Dec. 31, 2020, we:    

•  answered 487 calls on the 24 hour hotline. 
•  served 140 women and children in the shelter. 
•  provided 2351 bed nights of emergency shelter. 
•  served 61 victims of sexual assault. 
•  facilitated 51 support group meetings. 
•  served 354 victims in the civil court advocacy  
      program. 
•  served 263 victims in the criminal court advocacy 

program. 
•  admitted 17 new participants in the batterers in-

tervention program. 
•  provided 21 community presentations. 
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Daily Support Group Schedule 
 
Mon. 10am:  Women’s Health and Self-Esteem Group 
Tues.  9 am:  Substance Abuse/Domestic Violence Group   
Tues.  10am: Group for Survivors With Young Children  
            6pm:  Spiritual Healing  
Wed.  10am:  Domestic Violence Survivors Group 
Thurs. 10am:  Strengthening Life Skills 
Fri.     10am:  Peer Support Group for Sexual  
                       Assault Survivors 
 
Groups are facilitated by Haven House staff members 
and community volunteers. Any woman who has sur-
vived domestic or sexual abuse is welcome to participate 
at no charge.   

Shopping List  
 
 • Coffee  

 • Sugar 

 • Coffee creamer 

 • Trash bags 

 • Ziploc bags (gallon) 

 • Shampoo/Conditioner 

 • Hair brushes 

 • Pine-sol

 • Towels 

Mission Statement: 
To end rape and abuse in Southeast Missouri through shelter, support, advocacy and education.  

 
                         

Please visit us our brand new website at:
www.havenhousepoplarbluff.org
for all the latest services and news!

 
            
   

Arby’s Foundation Grant  
We are so grateful to the local Arby’s Restaurant 
who nominated Haven House for a second grant 
from the Arby’s Foundation to purchase food for 
families who will reside in the shelter in 2021. 
The $4800 award will go a long way to meeting 
our food budget! With a projected 23,000 meals 
to be served, we know that we will make good 
use of the grant!     

  
Your kind support and generosity never cease to amaze 
and humble us, but no more than during the Christmas 
Season.  This place looked like Santa’s workshop and 
Amanda  like the chief elf as she directed traffic, 
tagged gifts wrapped by staff and volunteers and 
checked  off  lists for 43 families, all who received our 
services throughout the year and we knew could use a 
little help during the holidays.   Nearly 90 children 
woke up to a magical Christmas morning thanks to the 
generosity of 36 local families, businesses and groups 
who adopted single women, children or entire families.                
Some people shopped for one special gift, others sent  a 
monetary gift and asked us to use it how it was needed.   
We appreciated every kindness.  And as in every year 
for the past 34, every wish was fulfilled.  
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A 
Academy Sports 
Aden, Ms. Rachel 
Alexander, Ms. Myra 
Allen, Ms. Ann 
Allen, Mr. & Mrs. Henry 
Anderson, Ms. Ciara 
Anderson, Ms. Margaret 
Ayers, Ms. Barb 
B 
Bailey, Ms. Belinda 
Baker, Ms. Amy 
Banks: 

• Peoples Community 
• Ozark Federal Credit Union 
• Southern Bank 
• U S Bank Foundation 

Barker, Ms. Alicia 
Barker, Ms. Jeri 
Barrows, Ms. B J 
Barwick, Mr. & Mrs.Craig 
Bathon, Ms. Kathy 
Bishop, Ms. Mandy 
Blackmon, Mr. Charlie 
Blackwell, Ms. Vicky 
Boeving, Ms. Donna 
Bohnert, Ms. Jennifer 
Boy Scout Troop # 60 
Bradens Flea Market 
Brandenburg, Mr. Gary 
Bread Shed 
Breckenridge, Ms. Laura 
Britt, Ms. Mattiesha 
Brooks, Mr. & Mrs. Allen 
Brown, Ms. Kim 
Bryant, Mr. & Mrs. J.C. 
Buffalo Wild Wings 
Buffington Brothers 
Burns, Ms. Dora 
C 
Calder, Ms. Sandra 
Campbell, Ms. Amanda 
Campbell, Ms. Kay 
Car Mart 
Carr, Ms. Ashley 
Cato’s Fashions 
Chafin, Ms. Mari 
Chaffin, Ms. Nancy 

Chamblin, Ms. Whitney 
Child Concern 
Childs, Mr. & Mrs. Robert  
Chkautovich, Ms. Val 
Choudhary, D. & Mrs. S.K.  
Christian, Ms. Amber 
Chung, Dr. & Mrs. T. 
Churches: 

• 7th Day Adventist 
• Agee Church 
• Bluff City Apostolic 
• Christian Church  

Men’s Bible Class 
• Cobblestone Christian 
• Fellowship Baptist 
• Fellowship So. Baptist 
• First Baptist 
• First General Baptist 
• First Liberty MB 
• Fisk Presbyterian 
• House of Prayer 
• Kerns Chapel 
• Memorial Baptist 
• Mt. Calvary Powerhouse 
• Palace of Praise 
• Seventh Day Adventist 
• Sunday School Philos 
• Trinity Southern Baptist 
• United Methodist Women 
• Westside Church of God 

Clark, Ms. Debra 
Clayman, Ms. Amanda 
Clinton, Ms. Christy 
Coffman & Company 
Coffman, Mr. Dan 
Coleman, Ms. Shelby 
Cooley, Ms. Penny 
Coppertop Foot & Ankle 
Crabb & Company 
Crew, Ms. Felecia 
Cross, Ms. Carolyn 
D 
Dalgren, Ms. Pam 
Daughertee, Mr. Cody 
deJong, Mr. Dennis 
De-Oliveira, Dr. Daniel 
Dees, Ms. Kristen 
Deford, Ms. Kelly 
Delta Companies 
Dental Arts Group 
Dickerson, Ms. Robyn 
Divine Family Eye Care 
DMI Solutions 

Thank you…
to the following individuals and 
organizations for their financial 

and in-kind donations 
July 20 through December 20

 

Dodd, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas 
Dollins, Ms. Harriet 
Dorris, Ms. Regina 
Ducote, Ms. Melody 
Ducote, Mr. William 
Duff, Ms. Donna 
Duncan, Ms. Kim 
Duree, Ms. Donna 
E 
Eagles Lodge # 3730 
Eakins, Ms. Joyce 
Eastside Pharmacy 
Elks Lodge # 2452 
Emery, Mr. Dewayne 
F 
Fain, Mr. Dennis 
Fishin’ Pig 
Floyd, Ms Pat 
Fox, Ms. Taylor 
Franklin, Ms. April 
Freer, Ms. Gaelle 
G 
Gamma Healthcare 
Gates Corporation 
Gates, Ms. Janice 
Gavin, Ms. Amy 
Geddes, Ms. Emily 
Gilmore, Ms. Lisa 
Githens, Mr. & Mrs. Jay 
Glass, Ms. Landra 
Godfather’s Pizza 
Gorman, Ms. Gleta 
Gowen, Ms. Amanda 
Grady, Ms. Trish 
Grayson, Mr. & Mrs. Mark 
Green, Ms. Ann Marie 
Grogan, Ms. Brooke 
H 
Hafford, Ms. Lisa 
Haffy’s Sports Bar & Grill 
Haga, Ms. Sandra 
Hager, Mr.& Mrs. Steve 
Hail, Ms. Ellen 
Harris, Ms. Audrey 
Harris, Ms. Charlotte 
Harris, Mr. Scott 
Heartsmith, Ms. Elena 
Helton, Ms. Carol 
Hester, Ms. Honda 
Hicks Animal Hospital 
Hicks, Ms. Sara 
Hillis, Ms. Hope 
Hogg, Ms. Karen 
Hollida Insurance
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Sandlin, Ms. Shaylynn 
Schalk, Ms. Gayle 
Schrader, Ms. Regina 
Schweitzer, Ms. Kristin 
Scott, Mr. & Mrs. Williams 
Sellers, Ms. Carol 
Sells, Mr. & Mrs. Steve 
Shaw, Ms. Mindy 
Shawn, Ms. Christina 
Shepard, Ms. Ebony 
Shepard, Ms. Zelma 
Shephard, Ms. Breanne 
Shipman, Ms. Jessica 
Shoe Sensation 
Shulse, Ms. Joyce 
Smith, Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy 
Smith, Ms. Norma 
Spencer, Ms. Julie 
Spradling, Ms. Marinda 
St. Francis Power Plant 
Starbucks 
Starting USA 
Stephens, Mr. & Mrs. Terry 
Stewart, Ms. Maria 
Stewart, Ms. Melinda 
Stinson Press 
Story, Ms. Christy 
Strenfel, Mr. John 
Styles, Mr. & Mrs. Herman 
Swenson, Ms. Eunice 
Switzer, Ms. Kristin 
Szostak, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph 
T 
Talley, Ms. Mary 
T C & Company 
Terrett, Ms. Joyce 
Thomas, Ms. Christi 
Thomas, Ms. Mary 
Three Rivers College 
Tinker, Ms. Amber 
TNT Western Store 
Turner, Mr. Stanley 
U 
UCAN 
Uher, Ms. Bonnie 
V 
Venable, Ms. Amy 
Vilagy, Ms. Brenda 
W 
Walker, Ms. Jane 
Watkins, Ms. Jessica 
Weitzel, Mr. Bruce 
Wertenberger, Ms. Marie 
West, Ms. Emily 

Hoover, Ms. Gloria 
Howell, Ms. Ellen 
Huber, Ms. Linda 
Huck, Ms. Renee 
Humble, Ms. Mary 
Humphrey, Ms. Mary 
Hurst, Ms. Olivia 
Hyde, Ms. Kathy 
J 
Jackson, Mr. Shawn 
Jarboe, Mr. & Mrs. George 
Jiles, Ms. Paulett 
Jones, Mr. Christian 
Jones, Ms. Taylor 
K 
Kelley, Mr. David 
Kennedy, Ms. Sheri 
Key Drugs 
Kirkman Investments 
Kneibert, Ms. Ann 
Kovach, Ms. Avory 
Kramer, Mr. Tyler 
L 
Lacy, Ms. Nikki 
Lampe, Ms. Sherry 
Lane, Mr.Michael 
Lankford, Mr. & Mrs. Glen 
Laseter, Ms. Donna 
Lawson, Ms. Susan 
Lewis, Ms. Jessica 
Lewis, Ms. Kiley 
Lewis, Ms. Tessa 
McLane-Li, Ms. Janet 
Libla, Mr. Doug 
Lipsey, Ms. Joanne 
Little Hearts Daycare 
Little, Ms. Kerry 
Lourance, Ms. Bets 
Luce, Ms. Jessica 
Lyons, Mr. & Mrs. Dennis 
M 
Maddox, Ms. Francis 
Magee Farm Equipmet 
Mannon, Ms. Donna 
Mark Twain Alternative School 
Mathias, Mr. Gentry 
Matthews, Ms. Monique 
McClary, Dr. Mary 
McClure, Ms. Stella 
McGee, Ms. Linda 
McIver, Ms. Linda 
McVey, Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth 
The Medicne Shoppe 
Menards 

Miller, Ms. Sophia 
Moe, Ms. Frankie 
Montgomery, Mr. Richard 
Moore, Ms. Ronnica 
Morgan, Mr. & Mrs. Lynn 
Morey, Ms. Hannah 
Morris, Ms. Audrey 
Munch, Dr. Dorothy 
Muniz, Ms. Penny 
Murphy, Mr. & Mrs. Jerry 
N 
NAACP 
Nagy, Dr. & Mrs. Steve 
Nasep, Ms. Barb 
Nelson, Mr. Bob 
Newman Amusement 
Newton, Ms. Victoria 
Noles, Ms. Bethany 
O 
Orlando, Ms. Margaret 
Ozark Border Electric 
P 
Page, Mr. & Mrs. Michael 
Parison, Ms. Robin 
Parks, Mr. Tim 
Payne, Ms. Josalyn 
PB Farm Equipment 
PB Monument Works 
PBHS Student Council 
PBJHS 
PBRMC 
Pellett, Ms. Jennifer 
Pelton, Ms. Barbara 
Pennington, Ms. Stephanie 
Phelan, Mr. Richard 
Polk, Ms. Jaicee 
Pogue, Mr. & Mrs. Vernon 
Poole, Mr. Glenn 
Pretz, Ms. Pam 
Price, Dr. & Mrs. Mike 
Pritchett, Ms. Nell 
R 
Rainey, Ms. Mary 
Reese, Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy 
Lisa Reynolds Insurance 
Roark, Ms. Barbara 
Robertson, Ms. Christy 
Robertson, Ms. Debbie 
Robinson, Ms. DaRonda 
Rosson, Ms. Angel 
Roth, Ms. Robin 
Rushin Center 
S 
Glen Sain Chevrolet 
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White-Sanders Funeral Home 
Wilcox, Ms. Becky 
Williams, Ms. Barbara 
Donnie Williams Trucking 
Williams, Ms. Lovely 
Williams, Mr. Parker 
Williams, Ms. Tatianna 
Wolpers, Ms. Emily 
Wood, Ms. Yvonne 
Wright, Mr. Steven 
X-Y-Z 
Yarbro, Mr. & Mrs. Donald 
Zoll, Ms. Brandi 
 

 MEMORIALS 
Trudy Duncan 
By Ms. Martha Keener 
 
Lelah Medley / Clelah Bradley 
By Mr. & Mrs. Edward Muniz 
 
Maxine West Belcher 
By Mr.  Mrs. Greg West 
 
Gail West Marshaus 
By Mr. & Mrs. Greg West 
 

 
A gift to the Haven House 
memorial fund is a special way 
to give a gift that also helps 
others.  Your gift may me made 
in memory of a friend or family 
member, or in honor of a birth-
day, wedding, anniversary or 
other special occasion.
Acknowledgement of your gift 
will be sent to the recipient or 
their family.

 

 


